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Prescription Opiate Poisonings
among Arizona Residents, 2015

Poisoning was the leading cause of
injury-related mortality among
Arizona residents in 2015.

¢ 401 (30%) of those deaths were
attributable to prescription opiates

e Among these deaths OxyContin
(45.8%) was the most common drug
found contributing to death, followed by
Morphine (25.9%)

Prevention Ti pS Age-adjusted Pharmaceutical Opiate Overdose Rates per
100,000 Residents by Gender in Arizona, 2011-2015
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Age-specific Pharmaceutical Opioid Death Rates per Burden of Opiate Epidemic
100,000 Residents by Sex, Arizona 2015

¢ In 2015, adults 45-54 years old had the
highest age-specific mortality rate (12.1

10 deaths per 100,000 residents) followed by
14.0 those 35-44 years old (10.8 deaths per
B Males (n=199) 100,000).
12.0
B Females (n=202) ¢ White non-Hispanic residents had the
10.0 highest age-adjusted mortality rate for
Pharmaceutical Opiates at 8.1 deaths per
8.0 100,000 residents.
6.0 ¢ Unintentional poisoning accounted for
76% of Pharmaceutical Opiates, while
4.0 Suicide poisoning contributed to 12.1% of
deaths.
2.0
¢ The counties with the highest age-adjusted
0.0 -+

prescription opiate mortality rates in Arizona
include Mohave County, Maricopa County,
Pima County and Pinal County.

15-24 25-34 35-44 45-54 55-64 65-74 75-84 85+
Yrs Yrs Yrs Yrs Yrs Yrs Yrs Yrs

Age-specific Pharmaceutical Opioid Death Rate per
100,000 Residents by County, Arizona 2015
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Poisoning Deaths presented in this factsheet were analyzed and compiled before final year close out. Lag times for examining,
confirming toxicology, and reporting unusual deaths from Medical Examiners to Office of Vital Records may vary from 4-6
months. ADHS anticipates the numbers of drug poisoning deaths will be higher after analysis of close out death data.



